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The 100km ultra-marathon led by
wheelchair marathoner William 
Tan. -- STEPHANIE YEOW

2 centres running out of funds
By Chai Hung Yin

TWO Senior Citizens' Health-Care Centres are down to their last $50,000 after 
Parkway Healthcare Foundation, of Parkway Group Healthcare, yanked its 
annual $1 million funding.

The centres in Geylang and Toa Payoh 
together see 160 patients daily. Chairman 
Tsao Shiu Ying said they will keep seeing all 
the patients but some of their 52 staff may 
not be paid when the money runs dry.

The two centres need $1 million annually 
for the physiotherapy and other 
rehabilitation services they provide to 
stroke and elderly patients, he added.

He was replying to queries from The Straits 
Times on the impact the cut in funding will 
have on the two centres.

The centres will get a reprieve from a charity drive called Ride For Hope, 
expected to raise $300,000. To mark the start of the fund-raising effort, a 
100km 'ultra-marathon' was held yesterday. 

'We will not turn away patients, especially as our elderly patients have 
developed a bond with the staff of the centres. Despite our limited resources, 
we still try to waive our needy patients' transportation and meal charges,' said
Dr Tsao.

Most of the patients are poor and cannot afford to pay the 25 per cent of the 
monthly fees of between $580 and $750. The rest is subsidised by the 
Government. 

Said physiotherapist Sia Yan Dih, 24, who has been with the Geylang centre 
for two years: 'At least I have savings, unlike those elderly people.' 

The two centres were adopted in 2002 by Parkway Healthcare Foundation, 
which from January this year pulled its funding 'in order not to compromise 
(the foundation's) future work' in the next five years, according to Dr Tsao.

At yesterday's event, 70 cyclists, joined at the start by elderly people in 
wheelchairs and stroke patients, took part in the ultra-marathon.

Flagging them off at Seng Kang Secondary School was Dr Vivian Balakrishnan,
Acting Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports and Senior 
Minister of State (Trade and Industry).
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