
THE next population survey to be conducted by Wildlife Reserves Singapore (WRS) will be on fireflies at the Pasir Ris mangroves. The study will begin
next month.

Mr Kumar Pillai, the assistant director of zoology at the Night Safari, said fireflies in Singapore are shrinking in number and are hardly seen nowadays.
There is a small population in Kranji and near the mangroves, he noted.

Most of the time, WRS carries out population surveys of animal species found around the forested areas of the Singapore Zoo and the Night Safari.

For instance, it did a count of the flying lemurs - a tree-dwelling mammal known to be able to glide from a height - in the area a few years back. This
was done through counting and photo taking and identification.

Such surveys can last for anything from three to six months, and help to determine the sustainability of certain animal species, Mr Kumar said.

The survey being carried out on the population of musang in Siglap is the first by WRS in a residential area.

The hunt for this species of civet has kept student Xu Weiting fully occupied since she took up the survey for her final-year project at the department of
biological sciences at the National University of Singapore. Project supervisor N. Sivasothi, who lectures at the department, said lecturers often suggest
local projects for final-year students to do. Such projects usually last from August to March.

During one such project, another student conducted a survey of medium-sized mammals in Pulau Ubin and found a population of Greater Mouse Deer -
thought to be extinct in Singapore. There were 100 sightings over six months.

The project, completed in March, was carried out in collaboration with the National Parks Board and its volunteers.

As part of efforts to collect records of wild animals in Singapore, a website has been set up at http://mammal.sivasothi.com/ for the public to submit
photographs and information about sightings.
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